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5. (Amended) The surface covering of claim 1 , wherein said aluminum 
oxide is present in an amount of about 1% by weight to about 29% by weight. 












J§. (Amended) The surface covering of claim 1 , wherein said aluminum 
oxide has an average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 












0j£. (Amended) A method to improve wear and/or stain resistance of a 
resilient surface covering having a resistant layer, comprising adding up to about 40% 
by weight of aluminum oxide to a radiation or electron beam curable urethane based 
acrylate layer, said layer constituting the outermost layer of the resilient surface 
covering, wherein said aluminum oxide has an average particle size of about 10 to 
about 70 microns. 

y6. (Amended) The method of claim ^4, comprising adding aluminum oxide 
in an amount ranging from about 1% by weight to about 29% by weight of the layer 
containing said aluminum oxide. 
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j/fjxf. (Amended) The method of claim yf, wherein said aluminum oxide has 
an average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 

^ (Amended) A method of making a resilient surface covering having 
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improved wear and/or stain resistance comprising forming a layer comprising a 
radiation or electron beam curable urethane based acrylate and containing aluminum 
oxide, wherein said aluminum oxide has an average particle size of about 10 to about 
70 microns and is present in an amount up to and including about 40% by weight of 
said wear layer containing said aluminum oxide. 












( Amended ) Tne method of claim^+Twherein said aluminum oxide is 
present in an amount of about 1% by weight to about 29% by weight of said wear layer. 












(Amended) The method of claim^l* wherein said aluminum oxide has 
an average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 






^Please add the followinq new claims: 
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ffi-yti. The surface covering according to claim 1 , wherein said wear layer further 
contains quartz, silica, glass, a plastic, a polymeric or an organic material. 

1 yC. A resilient surface covering having improved wear and/or stain resistance 
comprising a wear layer, said wear layer comprising urethane based acrylate and 
aluminum oxide, wherein said aluminum oxide is present in an amount up to and 
including about 29% by weight of said wear layer. 
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"32. The surface covering of claim p\ , wherein said aluminum oxide is present 
in an amount of about 1 % by weight to about 1 5% by weight of said wear layer. 



. *3 



jl^. The surface covering of claim^', wherein said aluminum oxide has an 
average particle size of about 10 to about 70 microns. 



The surface covering of claim wherein said aluminum oxide has an 
average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 



The surface covering according to claim^l , wherein said wear layer 
further contains quartz, silica, glass, a plastic, a polymeric or an organic material. 



"I 



The surface covering according to claim^ wherein said urethane based 
acrylate is radiation or electron beam curable. 

^3^. A floor covering having improved wear and/or stain resistance comprising 
a wear layer, said wear layer comprising a urethane based acrylate and aluminum 
oxide, wherein said aluminum oxide has an average particle size of about 10 to about 
70 microns and is present in an amount up to and including about 29% by weight of 
said wear layer. 
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an amount of about 1 % by weight to about 1 5% by weight of said wear layer. 



The floor covering of claim ^T, wherein said aluminum oxide is present in 



The floor covering of claim wherein said aluminum oxide has an 
average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 



to claim 3f , v 



The floor covering according to claim J^T, wherein said wear layer further 
contains quartz, silica, glass, a plastic, a polymeric or an organic material. 

4* ^ 

The floor covering according to claim ^f, wherein said urethane based 

acrylate is radiation or electron beam curable. 

^i. The floor covering of claim^if , wherein said wear layer includes a bottom 
coat layer and a top coat layer or an outermost layer and wherein said top coat layer or 
outermost layer contains said urethane based acrylate containing said aluminum oxide. 



The floor covering of claim f&, wherein said bottom coat layer comprises 
polyvinylchloride. 



^i^. The floor covering of claim 2?f, wherein said aluminum oxide is calcined or 



fused aluminum oxide. 



-5- 






LAW OFFICES 

Finn eg an, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
8 Dunner, L. L.P. 

I30O I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 
2O2-4O8-4000 



f* Application No.: 09/930,7057 
Attorney Docket No.: 3063.0398-01/ 

A floor covering comprising a wear layer, said wear layer comprising a 
radiation or electron beam curable urethane based acrylate and aluminum oxide, 
wherein said aluminum oxide has an average particle size of about 10 to about 70 
microns, and is present in an amount sufficient to improve wear and/or stain resistance. 

The floor covering of claim^^wherein said aluminum oxide is present in 
of about 1 % by weight to about 40% by weight of said wear layer. 

^1. The floor covering of claim wherein said aluminum oxide is present in 
of about 1% by weight to about 29% by weight of said wear layer. 



The floor covering of claim ^6, wherein said aluminum oxide has an 
average particle size of about 25 to about 35 microns. 
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The floor covering according to claim said wear layer further 

contains quartz, silica, glass, a plastic, a polymeric or an organic material. 

50. The floor covering of claim ^5, wherein said wear layer includes a bottom 
coat layer and a top coat layer or an outermost layer and wherein said top coat layer or 
said outermost layer contains said urethane based acrylate containing said aluminum 
oxide. 
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jA. The floor covering of claim jaO, wherein said bottom coat layer comprises 
polyvinylchloride. 

jfc. The floor covering of claim ^ t wherein said aluminum oxide is calcined or 
fused aluminum oxide. 



A floor covering having improved wear and/or stain resistance comprising 
a wear layer that includes a bottom coat layer comprising polyvinylchloride, and a top 
coat layer or an outermost layer comprising a radiation or electron beam curable 
urethane based acrylate and calcined or fused aluminum oxide, 

wherein said aluminum oxide has an average particle size of about 10 microns to 
about 70 microns and is present in an amount up to and including about 40% by weight 
of said wear layer. 
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A method to improve wear and/or stain resistance of a floor covering 
having a resistant layer, comprising adding up to 29% by weight of aluminum oxide to a 
formulation of a urethane based acrylate and forming said resistant layer from the 
aluminum oxide containing formulation, wherein said aluminum oxide has an average 
particle size of about 10 to about 70 microns. 

>. The method of claimjB4, wherein said urethane based acrylate is radiation 
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or electron beam curable. 



>. The method of claim 54, wherein said aluminum oxide is added to said 
top coat layer after said top coat layer is formed and while said top coat layer is 
uncured. 

pl \ The method of clairnM, wherein said floor covering comprises a bottom 
coat layer comprising polyvinylchloride in addition to said urethane based acrylate top 
coat layer. 



1*1 



The method of claim^, wherein said bottom coat layer further comprises 
aluminum oxide. 

The method of claim ^$4, wherein said aluminum oxide has an average 
particle size of from about 25 to about 35 microns. 
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